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ADVERTISEMENT: An unbelievable last minute cancellation (27th April) means that Cill a' Rubha (the new cottage at Uragaig) is now available 29 April until May 16 - see bottom of "Local Accommodation" section for details or telephone 01951 200320 or email Kevin Byrne


Easter Weekend

It was a great delight to see so many well-kent faces amongst the recent visitors. Recent ferries have been carrying about 100 passengers and 25 cars at a time, and on Good Friday there were 142 passengers and 35 cars - so the island was full at last, with everyone in excellent form. The weekend weather was not brilliant, which came as a bit of a shock after months of almost unbroken sunshine, but at least it was dry. There was plenty going on … Mary Machrins' family were at the heart of a belated Christmas Dinner (with all trimmings), which had had to be postponed beyond the usual date. Nigel and Rhona's house was chosen, and it was good to see the decorations and the party lights, and to hear of people trying to get a 22lb turkey into a 15lb oven at this time of year.

The Shooting Match was well-supported, and as always some competitors had travelled far to attend. Reports are a little uncertain, but it seems that Nigel was the overall champion, closely challenged by Duncan Sandy in second place; Seamus McNeill covered himself with glory, winning the Double Rise, and Iain Harding made a very respectable contribution, being adjudged "Best Dressed Competitor". One enthusiastic competitor had trouble with the moving targets, but scored a direct hit on the loader's shed; whereupon Italy was rumoured to have surrendered. The full results are now to hand:

Colonsay & Oronsay Gun Club

April Shoot 2001 prize list

Angus & Ella McFadyen Memorial trophy Roy Cup - Boys

1 Don Mcleod 1Equal Hamish,Ross,Chris,Sean 

2 John Bridges & George

3 Graham McWhirter 

4 Ian Gillies

David Clark Cup McGillvary Cup - Ladies

1 Ian MacAllister 1 Kirsty MacAllister

2 Nigel Grant 2 Marie

3 Duncan MacAllister 

4 David Hobhouse 

Morag Paris Basket

1 Angus McFadyen

2 Seumas McNeill

3 Nigel Grant

4 Les Robinson

Clark Cup Best Dressed Iain Harding

1 Duncan MacAllister

2 Jock Hodgson 

3 Nigel Grant

4 Ian Gillies Most Enthusiastic Andrew Hunter

Championship Cup 

1 Nigel Grant

2 Duncan MacAllister Oldest John Bridges

3 Les Robinson

4 Donald MacAllister Jnr Youngest 

Malcolm MacNeill Cup – aggregate Best shot of the Day Finlay McFadyen

1 Nigel Grant

2 Duncan MacAllister

3 Don McLeod 

4 Ian Gillies

Hester McAllister Cup – Double Rise

1 Seumas McNeill

2 Jock Hodgson

3 Iain Harding

4 Ian Gillies

Visitors Trophy

1 Ian Gillies

2 Jock Hodgson

3 Dave Binnie

4 Iain Harding

On Saturday night the Colonsay Thespians entertained a capacity audience in the Village Hall with two One Act Comedies. Both productions featured brilliant casting, all players being "stars". "Rory Aforesaid" ("A Sheepish Tale set in the West Highlands") was produced by Georgina and featured Keith as a somewhat bemused Court Officer, and Diane as an outraged farmer/shopkeeper litigant, the victim of the wily (and heavily-bearded) shepherd and sheep-stealer Rory MacColl (Christa). The prosecution witness, crofter Kate Garvard, was more than helpful to one and all, a situation which was exploited to the full by Rory's ultra-sophisticated Brief (Jenny), forcing the highly-judicious Sheriff (Angela) to find in his favour… only for the lawyer to be hoist on her own petard when she seeks her fee from oh-so-simple Rory.
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The cast of "Rory Aforesaid" accepts the plaudits of a capacity audience
After a brief pause for the consumption of 250 free glasses of wine, "Last Panto at Little Grimley" was performed in three scenes, produced by Diane. Members of a local Amateur Dramatic Group faced the hurdle of low budget and limited resources with typical resilience, despite the adamant refusal of "Margaret" (Rhona) to even contemplate baring her all once more in the interests of art; "Joyce" (Helen), seen by producer and martinet "Gordon" (Pedie) as having "less talent than a bucket of Donkey Droppings", bravely soldiers on in spite of all, as Gordon writes the script, Margaret polishes her airs and "Bernard" (Marion), the Andrew MacGregor of this production, finds himself plucked from behind (the scenes) and pressed into service as the rear-end of the pantomime horse. On opening night, last minute disaster means that the curtain rises upon a scene of total devastation and only Joyce, stepping forward bravely, can save the day …

The players and audience wish to thank all who helped to make this such a splendid night, especially Andrew (Lighting Director), Seamus (Musical Director), and Hazel, Netta, Sid, Wendy, Kate MacAllister, Carol and Hughie for work with scenery, curtains and everything else.
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Cast of "Little Grimley" on stage
Of course, it did not all finish when that lady sang - instead, there was music, provided by "Follow That Camel", Campbeltown's finest band. And what music! These highly-talented and very popular musicians put heart and soul into a nonstop performance, and they quite literally had everybody on their feet. The dancing was impassioned, the craic was great and, in a Colonsay first, this columnist almost thought he saw a set of unmentionables being thrown towards the stage in homage. Perhaps if the photograph comes out it will be possible to identify their rightful owner…
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Lead singer of "Follow That Camel"
Over £1,000 was raised in ticket money alone, and the lively bar (thanks to John, Angus and others) will have raised more again, all in aid of the Hall Fund.

On Easter Day there was a joint service held within the Baptist Church, but only just within. There was a capacity congregation, lots of families and well-scrubbed children behaving wonderfully. Local children sang some hymns as a special choir, and received prizes for their attendance at "The Club". Rev. Rodgers and John V. Roberts of Luing conducted the service, and there was a welcome distribution of Easter Eggs afterwards, as everyone mingled in the warm sunshine and commented upon the banks of flowering Bitter-cress.
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Betty Galbraith awarding prize to Morag Grant in packed Baptist Church
Foot and Mouth Update

There seems to be no doubt that the number of newly discovered outbreaks is falling fast, and that the five-day rolling average has been in decline for a fortnight. Obviously this is good news, but one must be aware that a small number of cases have suddenly appeared well without the bounds of the "affected areas" and that these are presumed to be the result of windborn movement or poor practice. Either way, these cases reinforce the argument in favour of maintaining high alert.

The need for concern is re-inforced by the widespread relaxation on access control. Undetected and unreported outbreaks may well exist in isolated areas, and it is perhaps possible that the falling graph is in any case a false dawn; we know that in most areas there is no treatment of outdoor footwear (other than what the individual happens to be wearing at the point of disinfection), and that bicycles on roof-racks have gone largely untreated. Naturally one hopes that the widespread relaxations are well considered, but it is important to remember that it will be two or three weeks before this will be confirmed by experience.

Fortunately, the modest precautions in place on arrival at Colonsay have allowed daily life and normal access to continue as usual. These precautions will be continued until local farmers and crofters decide otherwise. They are causing almost no delay or inconvenience, and the extraordinary goodwill and co-operation of all arriving visitors and friends has made for a very positive and cheery atmosphere.

To avoid doubt, the guidelines are repeated here:
Wash all outdoor footwear before packing it, and have it accessible for treatment on arrival in Colonsay
Try to get to Oban in time to use the carwash (e.g. Tesco. 3mins, £1.50; much better, use the £3.00 option, which gives special attention to the wheel arches etc.) If your vehicle is too big, use the carwash opposite the Co-Op, which has no size restriction.
If you have to bring a dog, wash it in a veterinary shampoo

Meantime, Georgina writes to say "Have just found a 1951 Edinburgh HMSO publication in which I discover that Gaelic for Foot and Mouth Disease is "An galar Ronnach" (Slavering Disease) . It also gives me the Welsh but you won't need that! It would be interesting to know if the Ettrick shepherd also gave the Gaelic for it. Billy Rees Mogg did an article recently about F&M through the ages and there was a huge outbreak in the winter of 1745/46 spread around the country by the rebels!!." If anybody can answer the James Hogg question, please let us know…

If any significant change in the Colonsay situation should arise, it will be flagged on the Homepage and full details will appear in an updating of this paragraph.

16th April: At the last minute, very bad news indeed. There is a confirmed case at Cushendall (in Antrim, better known hereabouts as "Red Bay"), which suggests an unexplained jump of over sixty miles. If the disease is confirmed, it will have been present in that area for a fortnight or so, during which time the wind direction averaged 220 degrees (southwesterly). Colonsay is barely sixty miles from Cushendall. Worse still, the huge "target" mass of Kintyre and Islay are much closer to Cushendall (14 and 22 miles), and directly on track. The shape of Islay is such that it presents both width and depth of over thirty miles to anything coming from the Antrim shore, and of course Islay itself is less than 5 miles from Colonsay. It will be important to consider the implications carefully. The Wednesday ferry brings day-trippers and petit-officials to Colonsay from both Islay and Kintyre, with whom there has been no prior agreement and who feel no special commitment to the island. An emergency meeting of the Community Council will discuss the situation tonight and their decision will appear here tomorrow.

17th April: A well-attended meeting reviewed available information, including precautions in force at Kintyre and Islay, a map with recent prevailing wind directions, veterinary advice from Islay etc. On balance, those present did not feel that windblown infection was a high risk, and that enhanced treatment of Wednesday foot passengers' footwear would be the best approach. (It was later decided that day-visitors' dogs will not be allowed into the island). It was agreed that a further meeting would be held if the disease reaches southern Argyll, and that if time is too short to hold a meeting, the Community Councillors will have to consult together and take whatever action it thinks best to procure a breathing space. It was agreed that Colonsay would spray vehicles going southwards as an act of courtesy, and that a letter of thanks be sent to the Farmers of Mull who are working so hard for us at Oban. The Coastguard are to be asked to add FMD guidance for yachtsmen to their Securite broadcasts, and Andrew has undertaken to maintain barrier matting where they will come ashore at the pier. It has been established that no information is being given to cruising yachtsmen, and that no disinfectant facilities exist at marinas. Thus a yachtsman from Cushendall can step ashore in Oransay, utterly without control or guidance...
April 23rd: Mercifully, the situation continues unchanged. It has so far proved impossible to achieve any official guidance for yachtsmen, but efforts continue. From a purely commercial viewpoint, the local economy is recovering fast and reports from far and wide suggest that the west highlands and islands may yet achieve a record year.
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We MUST take EVERY precaution... this splendid Highland Cow is one of many
Position Vacant

***

NEEDED

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER

Five afternoons per week to look after 4 yr old.

Driving license preferred.

Contact:-

Lucy McNeill
01951 200 344

***

Wild Flowers

Hello - I'm Margaret - and I have been asked to do a monthly letter about the wild flowers on Colonsay. I am not a professional botanist - just someone who is fascinated by the variety of wild flowers on this small island. 

The lovely sunny spring weather this week is at last bringing on the flowers in leaps and bounds. In April the woodlands have the biggest variety of flowers because they are flowering before the new leaves on the trees shade out the light. Woodland flowers often have conspicuous flowers to attract insects that are scarcer at this time of the year. They are often cup or bell shaped so that the air inside is warmer and stiller to make the insects more active. You only have to watch a bee scrabbling about inside a fritillary bell to see how true this is! There are already celandines, primroses, violets and pink purslane below the trees on the lane down to Kiloran Bay. Soon the bluebells, bugle, wood sorrel and ramsons will be flowering in the woods. Ransoms is wild garlic and you can smell it before you see it! The only known patch of wood anemones on Colonsay is in flower by the path down to The Pond and above them is a canopy of pink magnolia - beautiful against a blue sky.

The first orchid of the year - the early purple orchid - will be appearing in the Kiloran Bay car park area and look out for tormentil, wild strawberry flowers and bitter vetchling up the Uragaig lane. 

I better stop now - I could go on all day! This is just a small sample of what can be seen (over the years I have seen more than 70 different species in flower here in April but flowering does seem to be a bit later this year). If anyone has any questions about the wild flowers on Colonsay or finds anything unusual I would be pleased to hear from them.       Margaret Keirnen.

[Note: The Blackthorn opposite the quarry peaked 24 April 2000, 27 April 1999; Corncrake at Port Mor 28th and 28th; Cuckoo 28th and 27th - Editor]
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The schoolchildren are on holiday, but ended term with a spirited rendition of "Uptown Girl", with all the actions
April Fool's Day Issue

To avoid doubt, the article in our last issue concerning the Community Rural Aid Programme (CRAP) was indeed a spoof. There is to be no widening of the roads, and no Kiloran Bypass, but we are most grateful to Gary Snyder for producing the very convincing photograph. Many people noted the date:

"FANTASTIC news about the roads upgrade. We do hope that a motorway route from Oronsay to Killoran Bay will be included, with suspension bridge over the Strand, sevice area at Scalasaig and a spur at Machrins to the international airport!!
We're looking forward greatly to being back in June, meanwhile much appreciating the news via the internet.
Celia & Barrie Sinton."

"Dear Kevin 
It's just past 12.00 noon [April 1st], but I'd still like to let you how excited I was to read of the new by-pass scheme. We shall look forward to patronising the Burger King franchise at the Glassard Service Area while we are in Colonsay at Easter. 
Best wishes, David Hoult "

One did hear stories about people who only skimmed through the article and became highly exercised at the proposed desecration of the island; but maybe we should draw a veil over all that and conclude with a picture of the island's only genuine piece of dual-carriageway. Maintaining a long tradition ("Spion Kop", "The Burma Road", "The Khyber Pass"), this feature has become known as "The Ghaza Strip"
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Birds' Egg Thieves

There is a story in circulation which suggests that Colonsay has become a target for people wishing to steal birds' eggs. Whether or not such activity has truly taken place we do not know, but this seems to be a danger that we should be aware of. In the past, it has been enough for a dedicated person to simply dog the tracks of a suspicious character but nowadays, with a mobile phone, it should be possible to gather assistance. It can be a serious offence even to disturb birds, let alone approach their breeding or nesting grounds; if you see people trying to flush a corncrake or creating any sort of disturbance, a polite word may be enough. If you are not confident or feel uneasy, do not hesitate to alert the landowner or tenant, and otherwise contact the Special Constable (Nigel Grant) at 200303

Snippets

A book-signing on Thursday by Pru Irvine (of "Easy-Peasy" cookbook fame) was a huge success at Colonsay Bookshop, with all available copies being sold; Frank is thought to be collecting his new boat later this week; MV "Isle of Arran" will be replaced by MV "Hebridean Isles" on our Wednesday service this year; the Community Company has taken delivery of its first consignment of coal; two jobs are on offer - LGV driver for the dustcart, 6 hours work spread across three days @ £5.03 per hour, or Home Help, hours to suit yourself, £5.35 per hour; the Planning Authority has rejected the design for the new Housing Associatian homes (not dark enough, too energy efficient, do not look as if made of wattle-and-daub) - can any reader supply a photograph of a Planner's own house?; everyone got home safely after the Saturday night dance, absolutely everyone; strange lights and noises were seen and heard about 30 yards east and west of Maggie Thomson's cottage in the early hours of the 15th, U.F.O.'s have been suggested. 
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Jenny & Craig, Brian and Frank at Andrew MacGregor's housewarming, before the door came off; and Maryann about to head for Cloud Nine after her party at Ben Odhran
"Colonsay" by Murdoch McNeill

House of Lochar and Colonsay Bookshop announce the publication of a facsimile edition of:

"Colonsay, One of the Hebrides" by Murdoch McNeill

First published in 1910, this book formed the basis for all other published works on the plants of the island for the next 80 years. Murdoch McNeill, a Gaelic speaking botanist, worked for a while at Kew Gardens before returning to his birthplace on Colonsay. There he farmed at Garvard and later became Head Gardener at Kiloran and Estate Manager with responsibility for the farms. Whilst running the garden at Colonsay House, he catalogued the native species of the island and collected other information and records. He was particularly interested in preserving the Gaelic names and traditional uses of the plants he found.

The book includes many details about the islands apart from their plant life and is subtitled:-
Its Plants: Their Local Names and Uses
Legends, Ruins and Place Names
Gaelic Names of Birds, Animals and Fishes
Notes on Climate and Geology

The original edition was dedicated to his employer, the first Lord Strathcona, and is now very scarce.

This new edition comes in paperback at £12.99 and there will be a donation to the New Village Hall funds of £3 for every copy sold direct on Colonsay either through the bookshop or by mail order (add 70p contribution to UK postage, ask for overseas rates).

Only a thousand copies are being printed so reserve your copy now! In order to maximise the benefit to the Hall Fund, copies will not be released for general distribution until local orders have been fulfilled.
Orders can be placed by phone (01951 200232) FAX (01951 200232) or lochar@colonsay.org.uk 

The Magazine Section


	McNeill's Deerhounds

The following information might be of interest, something that was stumbled across this week at http://www. http://www.highlander-deerhounds.com/library.html 

"THE ART OF DEERSTALKING, by William Scrope, Esq. is out of print and very difficult to find. Our copy is the 1839 second edition, boasting one more plate than the first. Note the colorful scene at right, Stag at Bay In A Torrent [not shown here]. The volume has several such plates, showing the deerhound in two of its color phases. At one time, the light wheaten color was highly valued.

Scrope gives us some traditional Celtic verse that describes the hounds of ancient chieftains of around 200 A.D. The reader sees Bran, Luath, and Phorp emerge from the mythical mists, as hounds whose coursing, fighting, and loyalties matched the bigger than life legends of their masters. Scrope has a guest authority pen his chapters on coursing with deerhounds in his own times, Archibald MacNeill, Esq., of Colonsay. Archibald and Duncan MacNeill are credited today with having brought the breed back from near extinction in the early nineteenth century [c. 1825 - Editor]. 

The MacNeills bred for performance, as well as tradition. They coursed the Red Deer stag on the Isle of Jura, testing their hounds in their traditional moment of truth
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[Above] is the frontice title and illustration. The deerhound pictured is the MacNeill's Buscar. The artist was said to have captured his form, but not his substance. Compare that with the plate below of Bran, a Colonsay working dog, from Bell's 1892 work.
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These deerhounds were smaller than those of today, by two to four inches at the shoulder. They were heavier in proportion to their height, but the overall image is remarkable in its similarity to the modern deerhound.

Elsewhere on the web, one reads that: In 1825, Duncan and Archibald McNeil undertook the restoration of the breed. Along with Lord Colonsay, the Menzies family and other Highland owners, the Deerhounds, although somewhat smaller in size, were saved from extinction and regained their former perfection as "Royal Dog of Scotland."Centuries of acting as guard and hunting companion to its master has given the Deerhound, and its Irish cousin the Wolfhound, a desire for human companionship, eagerness to please, excellent temperament and a gentle dignity. Queen Victoria, Prince Albert and Sir Walter Scott were all devoted owners of Deerhounds, demonstrating that the breed was gaining in popularity as the century drew to a close. Sir Walter Scott described them as, "The most perfect creature of Heaven." 

Colonsay - 2nd Statistical Account

In our last issue, we published the 1st Statistical Account, describing Colonsay in the 1790's. It was received very favourably, and new readers can find it in our archives. We now move forward fifty years, to the winter of 1844. Looking at the Parish Register, one can see that there were eight marriages in the previous twelve months, and eight baptisms, whereas in 1796 (the first available record) there had been five marriages and thirty baptisms. Possibly these figures are misleading - in 1796, there was only one ministry. By 1844, many of the community had adopted the Baptist form of worship, and infant baptism may have become less popular - two graveyards still exist which are said to have been used for unbaptised infants. The long tenure of John McNeill, ("The Old Laird") was drawing to a close, and Colonsay stood on the brink of a decade of near-famine and disease - in the ten years between 1841 and 1851, the population fell from 979 to 837, and by 1861 would be less than 600. In 1848, when the Register of Deaths begins, the first five deaths were aged 2.5 years, 12 years, 1.5 yrs, 6yrs and 2 yrs - by July 1850, the minister himself was moved to add a note "Jas. McMillan, Kilchattan, 42 yrs, the 3rd. out of one house…". 
Of course, all this lay in the future, and the minister, writing from his main residence in Jura, could only describe things as they were.

"Colonsay and Oransay.
1. Topography and Natural History.

Name - These islands form one island when the tide retires, but are separated at flood-tide by an arm of the sea a mile broad, where it is usually crossed. At the point where they approach nearest, the islands are not above 100 yards apart. By the Highlanders, the name of Eilean tarsuing is given to the whole island, and it is so called with reference to its apparent position to the eye of the mariner, (tarsuing meaning in Gaelic "oblique"); but the two islands are generally known under the names of Colonsay and Oransay. These names are evidently Scandinavian, and signify the islands of St. Columba and St. Oran, a companion of St. Columba's, well-known to tradition. Previously to the occupation of the Western Islands by the Scandinavians, the larger island, (if not both), seems to have been called Hymba. There is an old tradition, that St. Columba had an establishment in Colonsay before he went to Iona; and as Adomnan, in his life of St. Columba, frequently mentions Hymba as the name of an island in which the saint resided before he went to Iona, and that Ernanus, the Oran of tradition, was the first Abbot of the monastery he established there; and as the smaller island is called the island of St. Oran, and the old church in Colonsay was called Killoran, or Church of Oran, there seems little doubt of the identity. Colonsay may therefore boast of being the first of the Western Islands in which the Christian church was established.
[Note: It is now accepted by scholars that Hynba was indeed synonymous with Colonsay (embracing Oransay), and more romantically St. Columba is felt to have had a special affection for the southern part, which is today called Oransay. Both "Colonsay" and "Oransay" are now accepted to be Norse names, although "Colonsay" may be a Norse corruption of a pre-existing Gaelic name (e.g. Columba's Isle).- editor]

Extent - The Islands of Colonsay and Oransay are from the southern end of Oransay to the northern of Colonsay, about 12 miles long and from 1 to 3 briad; the superficial contents are about 9000 Scotch acres, of which one-third are meadow or arable ground.

II. CIVIL HISTORY

Land-owners - John McNeill, Esq. Of Colonsay, is proprietor of both islands. The McNeills have now been inpossession of these islands for nearly 150 years, - Doual McNeill, the first proprietor of that name, having received them from the Duke of Argyle in exchange for property in South Knapdale. The old possessors were the McDuffies or McPhies of Colonsay, who possessed it under the Lords of the Isles. The last of them, viz. Malcolm McDuffy of Colonsay, was put to death by Gillespie McDonald, commonly called Colkitto, whose family possessed the island for two generations.
Mansion-houses - There are two mansion-houses. That of Killoran, in Colonsay, was built in 1722, on the site of the old Culdee establishment there: the present laird of Colonsay has added two wings, making a most comfortable house for the accommodation of a large family. The mansion-house at Oransay was built in 1772, and is a commodious dwelling-house. 
Antiquities - There is in these islands one of the most extensive and interesting remains of the monastic establishments in the Western Isles, viz. The ruins of the priory of Oransay. There was a Culdee establishment in the island, and, as we have reason to think, the first founded by St. Columba. The priory of Oransay was founded by the Lord of the Isles, and filled with regular canons brought from the Abbey of Holyrood, upon which abbey it was dependent. With the exception of those at Iona, these are by far the finest of the ecclesiastical remains in the West Highlands. There is a church in which the tombstones of the ancient possessors of the islands are to be seen, considerable remains of the cloisters and of the monastic buildings usually attached to it, and near the church an ancient cross, part of the inscription on which is still legible, and contains the words, "Haec est Crux Colini Prior, Orisoi obiit M.DX.:::". {Note: actually reads Haec est crux Colini, Filii Cristini MeicDufaci, "This is the cross of Malcolm, son of Christian MacDuffie"]. The ruins are close to the mansion-house, and form a venerable and interesting feature in a scene of wild and solitary beauty. 
In a loch in Colonsay, there are the ruins of an old castle or fort upon an island in the middle of it, and to this stronghold the lairds of Colonsay used to retire, when threatened with danger.

III. POPULATION

By the census taken in 1835 the population amounted to 839.

IV. INDUSTRY

Improvements - There are, perhaps, few estates in Scotland on which so much has been done in improvement, (and that by the exertions of one individual alone,) as the estate of Colonsay. The present proprietor, Mr McNeill of Colonsay, (who retains the greater portion of the island in his own hands,) has not only turned the land formerly in tillage to the best account, but he has also reclaimed a vast extent of moors, hills, and peat mosses from a state of absolute waste to that of productive soil. He has introduced the improved system of husbandry, in the utmost latitude of the expression, into Colonsay, and his crops are among the best in the West of Scotland. Of late years he has drained a great extent of meadow land, and every year more of the barren land has been brought into cultivation, and several thousand roods of stone dykes have been built. [Note: an obvious example of this work is the area now known as "An Geata Dubh" (The Black Gate, the "T" junction for Oransay); this area had been a shallow loch, which McNeill drained by a cutting to Loch Staoisnaig. He then moved the road down off the better land into the reclaimed bog, and an example of his walling can be seen on the east of Milbuie Brae, with the original roadway still visible in the field behind the wall - Editor].
No roads were made in Colonsay till the present proprietor commenced them, and the island is now intersected by an excellent road, made entirely at his expense, with the aid of the statute labour. Mr McNeill has thus, by judicious, persevering, and well-directed efforts, not only brought his estate into a high condition of cultivation and productiveness, but he has likewise much improved the condition of the small crofters, and afforded constant occupation to a numerous and comfortable population.
In addition to this, Mr McNeill has much improved his stock of black-cattle, and brought them to a degree of excellence which has never been surpassed. By good management and great attention to breeding, his stock are now the best in the market. The bulls bear a very high value for breeding, and have sold for £200. He breeds about 200 calves yearly, and winters about 1,000 head of black-cattle. The principle exports, besides cattle, are bear [coarse grain] and potatoes. Of the latter, Mr McNeill raises about 1000 bolls (4000 sacks) annually.

V. PAROCHIAL ECONOMY

Harbours - There is an excellent harbour in Colonsay, called Portnafeamin, where a substantial quay has been built by the proprietor, and from which a good road leads into the island. Rise and fall of tide fits it for repairing vessels of considerable burthen, and it is considered the best harbour for this purpose in the Hebrides. There are also two good road-steads: one called Stursanie and the other Coulismore. Cod-fishing is carried on to a considerable extent by the people of the island, and its banks are frequented by the fishing-boats of Islay, Gigha, and Kintire. The flat fish on the banks nearer the shore is also abundant and of the best quality.
Mr McNeill has planted a considerable extent of ground; and the forest trees, especially the elm, ash, and sycamore, are in a very thriving condition. [Note: the garden ground at Bailerominmor is hedged with sycamore; the house was built as a dower-house for the Old Laird's mother, Mary McDougall, with a window positioned to give her a view towards the lands of the McDougalls - editor]. The alder trees about the garden at Colonsay House have attained a size unequalled in any of the neighbouring islands.
Ecclesiastical State - The islands of Colonsay and Oransay have not been ecclesiastically separated from the rest of the parish [Jura, Scarba, Garbh Eileach etc.], but there is a permanent assistant at Colonsay, who was placed there by the exertions of the present proprietor in 1833. There is a good church, and the proprietor furnishes the assistant with a house and garden and other accommodations.
[Note: The minister makes no reference to the thriving Baptist community. The 1841 census records Hugh McCalman of Baileromindubh as being a "Minister of the Gospel", and the baptism of his son John (at Tarbert 15 March 1838) confirms that he was associated with the Established church. His daughter Julia was baptised by Revd. Alexr. Kenedy of Jura September 29 1839. No reference later than 1841 appears, so it is difficult to be certain if he was the assistant mentioned in 1844. It is interesting that the minister makes no mention of the Disruption of May 1843, when 470 out of 1195 ministers left the Church of Scotland. "… patronage was the great issue. … Patronage was the system whereby large landowners, or the crown, had the right to select and present ministers to vacant parishes." (The People of the Great Faith, by Douglas Andsell, Acair 1998 ISBN 0 86152 198 6). Revd. Kenedy may have avoided mentioning those issues, but it is clear from his attitude that he is deeply conscious of exactly who it is that pays his wages. He has plenty to say about "the proprietor" and almost nothing to say about his flock - editor]

Inns Etc. - Near the harbour is a small but neat inn; and, at a short distance, the smithy.
February 1844"

The Colonsay Register

Are you seeking information on a Colonsay emigrant? Elsewhere on this website (via the genealogy section) you will find "The Colonsay Register", which lists many hundreds of migrants by date, destination and name of ship. You will notice that email addresses have been posted against some of the names, enabling easy contact with interested researchers. This is a free service, available to any interested party. To avail of it, please follow the simple instructions on the page, so that your own contact details can be associated with any individual whom you are researching.

Please use the suggested format, and do not include additional correspondence with that specific message as it makes for difficulties at this end. We know that The Register has already had some successes and as time goes by it is "spidered" by increasing numbers of search engines. If your listing does not appear within a fortnight, send a reminder!

Letter from Australia

[Sincere apologies for having overlooked this contribution, am always looking for material but sometimes fail to act - editor]

23 August 2000 
From Andrew McLean, Bendigo, Victoria, AUSTRALIA 

Greetings Colbhasachs, 
Having visited the Colonsay site many times in the recent past and being a descendant from the Island I am compelled to write in order to give you a view from the other side of the world.

Firstly, a little of the author's background. Born and raised in Glasgow with a life-long love affair with the Highlands and Islands. In my youth I travelled widely around Argyll and surrounds camping, hiking, skiing and fishing. A great deal of time was spent hitch-hiking on most weekends to Glencoe, Morar, and Mallaig and to the Isle of Skye. My trips to Skye were in the shameless and subsequently ineffectual pursuit of fair maidens' affections.

As a wide-eyed 21-year-old, a longer hike was undertaken - to this wide brown land of Australia. Fortunately the British Airways pilot had a better sense of navigation than some of the generous drivers who stopped to offer transport on the wet skinny roads of the West of Scotland. 

My first night (and subsequent couple of years) in Australia was spent in a then delightful small seaside town called Frankston, located on the Eastern side of Port Philip bay, at the head of which is situated the City of Melbourne (some 44 kilometres or 26 miles away). The city skyline was generally always visible on a clear day. Unfortunately the onset of human endeavour has deteriorated the view which is now most often veiled behind a curtain of smog. That small seaside town has since grown into the City of Frankston, a cluttered somewhat intimidating city with one of the largest buildings now being a large Courthouse and Police Complex.

I now live in the Greater City of Bendigo, a goldrush town with magnificent architecture and buildings matching the wealth created during the 1800's. Whilst there is a population of 80,000 there remains a "country town" feel about the place. More information is available on the city website at http://www.bendigo.vic.gov.au/ 

Leaving a cool November in Scotland hardly prepared me for the heat that ensued during my first summer with temperatures regularly soaring to over 100 degrees in the shade. It has to be said that one acclimatises very quickly as home and commercial building design and architecture are entwined around climatic conditions. The paradox became immediately clear to me in that, in Scotland we insulate to keep warmth within, whereas here in Australia we insulate to keep heat without. That is not to say that we do not experience cold weather conditions. Winter through June to August can be reasonably cool with overnight temperatures hovering between +3 to -2 with -5 being extreme.

The warmth of the climate matched the warmth of my welcome with people being genuinely interested in helping one off to "a good start". I have never looked back from that point. This is a fabulous country with a great lifestyle.

The "five ringed circus" has arrived and will be played out for two weeks in September. The Sydney Olympic Games has been a media feeding frenzy building to a crescendo in these weeks leading up to the opening. The public view here is split. There are some who are devouring every last morsel of Olympic fever, whilst others among us (myself included) are tired of the entire sham and wish it were over. The ideals of the competition are now so far and away from the original concept as to be almost unrecognisable. Speed, strength and endurance are the tests. Runners, jumpers, throwers, lifters; not footballers, basketballers, baseballers, tennis players, beach volleyballers and heavens above, synchronised swimmers!

Where in the history of human endeavour and survival do they have their place? Could it be that in Ancient Greece the Great Chief shouts "Hey Georgeopolous - chuck Soula and Boula into the river and let them do a bit of synchronised swimming to hypnotise those big crocodiles", or "Hey Andropolous - kick that cannonball over to Hankopoulous so that he can smack it over that net to Jordanopoulous who will slam dunk it into the cannon" I think not!

Like a lot of men and women around the world I am a self-confessed sports enthusiast but these "Games" are not about sport and like many others here if I see none of it I will have missed nothing. What next - Jazz Ballet at the Cowal Games…. I'd like to see that! 

The Aussies are such a great, fun-loving, laid back and laconic bunch that I guarantee that a good time will be had by all who take part. The organisers may think they are above all of the larrikins but when it starts - the real Australians will make it an event to remember. As for me - wake me up when it's all over.

OOROO for now.

Andrew McLean

McNeill Inscriptions, Greenock Cemetery

Gravestone 3G
Malcolm McNeill, died 22 December 1917, 58 years; Ann McPhee (wife) died 21 September 1935, 80 years; Natives of Colonsay. Flora McNeill, 71 years, daughter of above.

Both persons appear in the 1861 census, although there is a discrepancy of a few years in the ages given (malcolm 1859/56, Ann 1855/58). 

The above helpful information was supplied by Ian and Duncan MacGillivray, who say "We think that Charles McGilvra and Doly McAlder (Colonsay marriage January 15th 1820) may have been our great, great, great grandparents.

Our great great grandfather was "Charles" who appears on the 1841 Greenock census aged 14 yrs. He gives his place of birth as Colonsay and his parents as Charles McGilvra and Dora Paterson. This couple had three other daughters who are on the Baptism register. The family disappears however - no sign on Greenock or Colonsay census."

If anyone has additional information, telephone Ian and Duncan on 01475 794669 or write c/o the Editor
Websites to explore: SAMS and OceanNET

The latest newsletter from the Scottish Association for Marine Science makes mention of two sites which may be of interest to our own readers. SAMS own site "features over 100 research projects" as well as relevant contact names and links to other academic institutes. If you are interested in sealice, the projected artificial reef opposite Glen Sanda, bird-depradation by mink, the migration of seals or almost anything that involves an aspect of the marine environment, try http://www.sams.ac.uk The same newsletter flags a portal site for people seeking specific marine environmental data. The site is apparently in a developmental stage but already "includes comprehensive catalogues, with many thousands of entries, some going back three decades." The address is http://www.OceanNET.org 

Colonsay Weather, Jan - March


Just look at the sunshine figures for March! Wonderful... Figures in red refer to last year.




	COLONSAY 2001
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUN
	JUL
	AUG
	SEP
	OCT
	NOV
	DEC

	Highest Max
	10.0
	10.5
	12.9
	16.0
	22.5
	19.7
	22.9
	21.0
	20.4
	16.5
	13.2
	12.6

	Lowest Max
	3.5
	3.1
	1.8
	3.8
	11.0
	10.5
	13.0
	15.8
	12.9
	9.2
	6.2
	1.9

	Lowest Min
	-2.0
	-2.9
	-5.8
	-0.9
	3.8
	5.5
	7.6
	7.8
	6.6
	2.6
	-2.5
	-4.3

	Highest Min
	8.0
	6.8
	7.5
	8.0
	11.8
	14.6
	14.0
	14.6
	13.4
	11.2
	8.5
	9.9

	Average Max
	6.7
	7.2
	8.2
	10.4
	14.6
	14.7
	17.2
	17.7
	16.0
	12.6
	9.6
	8.2

	Average Min
	2.7
	2.8
	2.4
	3.6
	7.6
	9.3
	11.1
	11.4
	11.0
	8.4
	4.4
	3.8

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Rain mm
	77.2
	55.9
	44.0
	68.6
	39.9
	47.2
	11.4
	48.3
	207.3
	160.4
	97.8
	138.3

	Last year
	88.2
	126.2
	56.6
	85.1
	61.2
	72.7
	70.3
	86.5
	171.2
	74.4
	123.3
	227.4

	[Ave 1951 - 80]
	[133]
	[81]
	[81]
	[67]
	[61]
	[71]
	[89]
	[90]
	[125]
	[136]
	[140]
	[140]

	Greatest Fall mm
	13.2
	15.3
	8.5
	18.2
	7.9
	10.2
	3.3
	11.2
	26.2
	21.6
	12.4
	15.5

	No. Days of Rain
	19
	16
	11
	11
	13
	18
	9
	17
	21
	28
	22
	19

	No. Days > 5mm
	7
	4
	5
	5
	2
	3
	0
	4
	11
	11
	7
	10

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Days of Frost
	5
	3
	6
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	4

	Groundfrost
	9
	5
	10
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8

	Days snow/sleet
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Days Hail/ice
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	4
	2

	Days of Thunder
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Days of Gale
	1
	2
	5
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	4
	3
	1

	Highest Gust knots
	n/a
	n/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a

	Ave Highest Gust
	n/a
	n/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a
	N/a

	Ave at 09.00hrs
	11
	11
	13
	11
	10
	11
	6
	7
	11
	16
	13
	11

	Ave Direction
	140
	180
	150
	120
	210
	180
	160
	220
	170
	216
	238
	160

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cloud cover 09.00
	60%
	64%
	56%
	56%
	50%
	71%
	68%
	72%
	71%
	72%
	74%
	72%

	Hours Sunshine
	57.0
	103.6
	169.3
	188.1
	321.5
	182.1
	215.9
	204.1
	116.7
	85.5
	49.4
	36.7

	Daily Average
	1.8
	3.7
	5.4
	6.2
	10.3
	6.0
	6.9
	6.5
	3.8
	2.8
	1.6
	1.1

	[Tiree 30 yr Ave]
	[1.3]
	[2.4]
	[3.7]
	[5.8]
	[7.0]
	[6.6]
	[5.1]
	[5.2]
	[3.9]
	[2.5]
	[1.5]
	[0.9]

	Ferry Cancelled
	1
	Nil
	Nil
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	Nil
	2
	Nil


Regulars
Readers Write


(Some of these have been a bit slow to appear - and there may be quite a few more which are still in the queue. I will try to work through the logjam as quickly as possible - editor) 

Thank you for your website. I enjoyed it very much.
My family tree starts with Daniel McDuffie who we think emigrated to North Carolina in approximately 1739. We think he married Sarah McNeill in Scotland. Daniel's grandson moved to South Georgia later on. There are a considerable number of McDuffie's who call S.Georgia home.

There was also a Murdoch McDuffie, married to Abigail Curry who came to North Carolina around 1791. I guess it is possible that they came on the "George Washington".
I do not have any more information than that.

Jeffrey Alan McDuffie
Dunwoody, Georgia (near Atlanta) jeffbeck@bellsouth.net
The following information is part of the file supplied by Jeffrey McDuffie; it has been edited to remove 8th and subsequent generations, who might well be living individuals:

Descendants of Daniel McDuffie 

1 Daniel McDuffie 1697 - 1782 
.... +Sarah McNeill 1700 - 1784 
......... 2 John McDuffie, Sr 1730 - 1782 
............... +Effie ? 
.................... 3 John McDuffie, Jr. 1750 - 
.......................... +Jane Gilmore - 1807 
............................... 4 Duncan McDuffie 1789 - 1850 
...................................... +Sarah Bayne 1795 - 1870 
........................................... 5 Elizabeth McDuffie 1814 - 
................................................. +AAron Gaines 
........................................... 5 John B McDuffie 1817 - 1875 
................................................. +Bethia Busby 
........................................... *2nd Wife of John B McDuffie: 
................................................. +Elizabeth Young 
........................................... 5 Mary McDuffie 1819 - 
........................................... 5 James M. McDuffie 1820 - 
........................................... 5 Nancy McDuffie 1820 - 1882 
................................................. +William Hinson 
........................................... 5 George Michael Baines McDuffie 1831 - 1893 
................................................. +Elizabeth Barrentine 1836 - 1911 
...................................................... 6 Caroline Baines McDuffie 1857 -
...................................................... 6 John Bartow McDuffie 1863 - 1920 
............................................................ +Toby Julia Turner 1875 - 1961 
................................................................. 7 John Thomas McDuffie, Sr 1895 - 
....................................................................... +Letha Lavelle Brown 1894 - 1980 
................................................................. 7 Majorie Viola McDuffie 1896 - 
....................................................................... +Frank Johnson 
................................................................. 7 Lillie Mae McDuffie 1899 - 
....................................................................... +Robert B. Short 
............................................................................ 8 Robert B. Short, Jr 
................................................................. 7 Welbourne McDuffie 1903 -
....................................................................... +Louise Sellars 
................................................................. 7 James Alvin McDuffie 1906 - 1974 
....................................................................... +Tempie Garrette Goodwin 1913 - 1994 
................................................................. 7 Myrtle Beartrice McDuffie 1908 -
....................................................................... +Randolph Armstrong 
............................................................................ 8 Elizabeth Armstrong 
............................................................................ 8 Allardyce Armstrong 
...................................................... 6 George Reid McDuffie 1866 - 
...................................................... 6 Mary Virginia McDuffie 1875 - 
...................................................... 6 Treacy Mae McDuffie 1876 - 
........................................... 5 Sarah McDuffie 1834 - 
........................................... 5 Carolina McDuffie 1839 - 
............................... 4 Jane McDuffie 
...................................... +Hugh Reese 
............................... 4 Mary (Polly) McDuffie - 1845 
...................................... +John "Jack" Vance 
............................... 4 Daniel M. McDuffie 1781 - 1863 
...................................... +Nancy Ellen McLeod 
............................... 4 George McDuffie 1790 - 1851 
...................................... +Mary Rebecca Singleton 
............................... 4 John McDuffie III 1791 - 1850 
...................................... +Sarah Stoker 
............................... 4 Effie McDuffie 1795 - 
...................................... +Richard Murphy 
.................... *2nd Wife of John McDuffie, Jr.: 
.......................... +Mary Ann Reese 
............................... 4 James Neal McDuffie 1808 -
...................................... +Claudia Ann Cain 
.................... 3 Malcolm McDuffie 1762 - 1806 
.......................... +Catherin McCallum 
.................... 3 Nancy McDuffie 1766 -
.......................... +Donald Campbell 
.................... 3 Flora McDuffie 1768 - 
.......................... +Angus McDuffie 
.................... 3 George D. McDuffie 1769 - 1850 
.......................... +?McIntyre 
.................... 3 Duncan McDuffie 1774 - 
......... 2 Duncan McDuffie 1740 - 1806 
............... +Marian McKay 
......... 2 Effie McDuffie - 1807 
............... +John Murphy 
......... 2 Archibald McDuffie - 1787 
............... +Mary Munroe 
If you will compare names and dates on the family of Duncan (1789-1850), you will see a similiarity to Murdoch's line. 



16th August letter, overlooked until now (sorry); the disk mentioned is a file of early Colonsay records which sometimes is helpful to researchers - can any reader help with further information? 

Hi, Kevin.
We got the disk this week. It is very interesting. I don't think the census will help much since it is 1840+ and we are looking at 1800. I went out to the Family Search LDS [Latter Day Saints - ed.] office here but they really were not too helpful. I did find a microfiche with Scotland/Argyl info and verified that Florah McDuffie did marry Angus Currie. She was born about 1768 in Colonsay. If you can find anything further, (her children and/or her parents) I would appreciate it. I think they had 2 children in Kintyre : Nancy Currie1790 and Daniel Currie1802. The next child Neill was b1807 in NC. I need Florah's parents.
Thanks, Emma Lou

Hello - THANKS TO YOU, and after 11 years of searching I have finally discovered my ancestors were on Colonsay in the 1841 census though listed as McLucas. My Gran Jessie came to Devonshire in 1925 speaking only Gaelic, and to make things even more confusing on her marriage certificate her name was McDougall. I was helping someone else with their research and discovered by chance that my aunt, who was born in Glasgow and buried on Islay six years later, was actually baptised in Devon, so you can tell what a great day this is - and what a merry dance my relatives have led me. 

As a result of today's discovery I have hundreds of questions and would really appreciate your advise what resources are available regarding baptisms, marriages, burials - are they on scots origins? and other census (I have the 1881 Cds if anyone there needs a look up) What books on Colonsay do you recommend? How many parishes are on Colonsay? Has anyone else been in touch about the same family? (I am in contact with Suzie Blue in the States) 

There is a family story that goes - eight children were orphaned when their parents were shot by the black & tans in front of the children, for harbouring fugitives from Ireland in a barn, and it was later proved that the couple were innocent. I am wondering if it might have been Donald and Effie, but there is no-one left to ask now, and I was told this as a child. 

Here is a very short version of the family tree - 
1 Donald McLugash b: 1799 - 1806 
.. +Effie Shaw m: 22 May 1830 Jura Argyll Scotland
2 Donald McLugash b: 7 May 1844 Jura Argyll Scotland 
.... +Marion McDonald bap: 1852 Kilarrow/Bowmore Islay Argyleshire m: 11 May 1875 Bridgend Killarrow Islay
.. 3 Jessie McLugash b: 26 March 1885 Lagstoben Farm Islay Scotland 
...... +Lionel Tom White b: 3 September 1885 Farwood Cottages Northleigh Devon m: 15 January 1914 59 Port Dundas Road Glasgow Scotland
.... 4 Donald John McDonald White b: 22 January 1922 
........ +Edith Blackmore b: 1921 Talaton Devon m: 29 October 1947 
....... 5 Margaret White b: 27 July 1950

Any hints, clues, advise, greatly appreciated - 
Margaret now Lewis in Honiton Devonshire, keeping everything crossed and willing to do exchange research in Devon or Somerset.

The above letter is littered with clues and it will be good to hear if further information is obtained. The reference to "Black and Tans" is obviously a tradition that has become garbled through time, but there are plenty of references to Jura having suffered terrible devastation in connection with Irish conflicts, especially in the 1640's. There is also a story about somebody returning to the island to find "but a single smoke", and a blood-curdling tale of babies being spiked on bayonets … no doubt a reader can remind us of the details? - editor

I am researching my family and have identified ancestors from Colonsay. My great-great-grandparents emigrated from Colonsay in (or about) 1852. Their names were John and Margaret (Peggy) McEachern. Margaret's maiden name was McMullen. I have located both these individuals on the 1841 Colonsay census in the parish of Killichattan. John and Margaret, along with their son of 9 or 10 years old, left Colonsay in 1852 and emigrated to Canada. Margaret died during the voyage to Canada and was buried at sea. John and his son settled in Arthur Township, Wellington County, Province of Ontario, Canada where they acquired 100 acres of land for farming. John remarried in 1855. John died in 1869 and is buried in Wellington County. 

Along with John and Margaret, three of John's brothers emigrated at the same time : Angus, Duncan and Archie McEachern. Also two sisters emigrated at that time as well: Mary and Flora (Flory?) McEachern. All of these settled in Wellington County, Ontario, Canada. 

I have more information on the descendants of John McEachern, but have no information on the ancestors of either John or Margaret. If you would like more information that I may have please contact me. I would appreciate any help you can give me in tracing the ancestors of John McEachern. 

My full name and address is: 
Kenneth W. Woods 
81 Snyder Avenue North 
Elmira, Ontario 
Canada N3B 3E9 
My e-mail address is shown below as well. 
Thanks, & look forward to hearing from you. 
Ken Woods
woods8659@home.com
Hello,
My name is Mark Blue and I have written you before. It has been a while since I last wrote and I am quite interested in the progress of your research into the General Washington.
I believe my ancestors were aboard that vessel but have no proof. As a reminder, there were 5 brothers; John, Peter, Archibald, Daniel and Dugald Blue. I hope to hear news of your progress and offer what help and assistance I may be able to give.
Regards,
Mark E. Blue

Dear Colleagues,

For some time I have been looking for the origins of an "ARCHIBALD GALBRAITH/GALBREATH". My Archibald first shows up in my Ancestry in Pennsylvania in the 1800 Census. He has a son also named Archibald and born in 1800. His wife's name is Nancy and I believe he was working as a Blacksmith at the time. There are many Galbraith/Galbreaths in Pennsylvania at that time, mostly what are referred to as "Scots Irish", that is people of Scottish heritage who settled in the North of Ireland for some time prior to coming to the Americas. I have scoured the records for 30 years and cannot link this Archibald with any other immigrant family or discover his European origin. I am interested in the fact that there seems to be many Galbreaths living there in the early 1800's and many who left for the Americas.

If you have any information about an Archibald born around 1770 who leaves for America prior to 1800 I would be most interested. Thank you for any help.

Robert Iseman
Adelaide South Australia

Dear All 

A closer look at my publications plus an analysis of the dates of arrival of Clan Names, has revealed the probable answer to some of the mystifying problems faced by Clan members. 

There is no doubt that our Clan started as Clan Macduffie but why did it become Clan Macfie? After all, the Macdonalds never changed their name nor did any of the other Scottish Clans. 

The Macduffies were Highland Catholics and as such had strong links with the Macdonalds and the McDonnells in Northern Ireland for centuries. 

But a closer look at the dates the name was changed (from various sources) including Black and MacLysaght, indicate a vast transformation in the 16th century which coincides with the Reformation of European religion. The Scottish Covenants were confirmed in 1581 but had been practised for some years before, this at a time the Campbells were trying to acquire as much of the Highlands as possible. The Campbells were Presbyterians and tried to destroy as many Macduffies as possible. No wonder many Clan members changed their names, some even becoming "Ffie" 

There is absolutely no doubt in my mind that the change of name to MacFie - McPhee - McFee etc. came as a result of the arrival of Scottish Presbyterianism and any clash between these names and Macduffie indicate a change in religious allegiance. This explains the presence of tombstones with different names adjacent to each other in the ancient churchyards. 

The sad feature is that the retiring Lord Lyon would only accept MacFie as the Clan names because the "Sugar" MacFies - Presbyterians - were the only ones to bear Arms at the time Professor Earle Douglas applied for revival. 

The true name of our Clan is Clan Macduffie. 

David Morgan joyce.morgan@tesco.net
Hi Kevin:

Some information for anyone doing research on the Currie's from Colonsay.

My great grandmother Euphemia Currie was born approximately 1808. She married Malcolm McDougall { probably McLugash on Colonsay } and they lived in Kilchattan.

They emigrated with their family to Bruce County, Ontario in the early 1850's and are buried in Rusk Cemetery, Elderslie Township.

They had seven children and I believe some were born on Colonsay including my Grandmother Flora McDougall.

Question: Could anyone tell me if Euphemia was a sister to Mary Currie, Mother of Professor Donald MacKinnon of Edinburg University?

Best regards:
Betty Watters

Hi, my name is Mike Currie. I'm pretty sure my family came from Colonsay.
My father's name was Colon J. Currie and my grandfather was Duncan L. Currie. My great grandfather was Dennis McClendon Currie his father was Duncan and his father was Malcolm Currie. I have traced back to Malcolm Currie and his wife in Cape Fear, North Carolina USA - His birthdate was 1796. After this I'm at a loss. 

I believe his father came over to the U.S. from Colonsay on the ship "General Washington" but I have no proof. Any help or suggestions would be appreciated. 

I have seen the photos of the island on this website and I think this is the best looking country in the world. Maybe one day I'll visit my home land. Oh, by the way, I do play golf.

We will be happy to receive more letters and, as always, the editor would like to hear from anyone who might wish to contribute. Individual articles on news or local events will always be welcome.
Contact

the Editor - byrne@colonsay.org.uk
	Editorial Policy

Corncrake is published to keep all our friends in touch with life on the island. Contributions are invited and welcomed.
Fortnightly editions will carry details of coming events, special offers etc. Please send letters and proposals for specific articles to
the Editor
Brief genealogical and related queries are also welcome from Colbhasachs overseas, as are obituaries and family traditions relating to Colonsay emigrants.
This publication will hopefully develop to reflect the interests of the readership so please feel free to make your contribution. The magazine section needs articles on flora, fauna, geology, fishing, crofting etc.


